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The speed too late reproached, too soon required ?

Here are we met for judgment, whom himself

Bade the queen summon, with insistent heat

And sharp solicitation urged of wrong,

Nay, with the stroke of an imperative tongue,

As though to impel some loth or laggard heart,

And found instead a free and forward will

In her to meet his own; here sits the court,

There stands the man of him or his impeached

To give them loyal answer; where sits he ?

Where speaks his proof? where stand his witnesses?

What sentence of what judges shall be given

Where none stands forth to accuse ?   Here arc but

words,

Surmises, light and loud and loose, -that blow
In the air of nameless lips and babblers' breath
From ear to ear about the wide-mouthed world;
These are not for our judgment.

Caithness.                            We sit here

To find if there be proof or likelihood
More than of common tongues that mark a man
Guilty, and know not why this man or that,
But some name they must have to feed upon;
And in my mind, where witness there is none
Nor prosecution of a personal cause,
Even should we err to find the accused man free,
It were no wilful error, nor this court
In any just man's sight accountable
As for unrighteous judgment, being cut off
From evidence that it was met to hear;